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March calendar 

April 

Australia 1931 

Lock in the date 

Wednesday Arvo 

Next tour   May 

@ the AGM 

@ the footy Club 

Thank you 

Nibble night 

Bombing Darwin 

Word search 

That’s funny 

I love my country 

Words from Sub-Editor 

Daylesford 

Sponsors 

Your info 

Advertising 

The End 

Do you know…. This is the hardest part of 

part of this job.   

So here I sit, with all my 

friends, they don’t say much, 

but they do make the silence 

fun, until tomorrow. 

I do hope everyone is getting a 

copy of newsletter, if not,  

come see me, ill see what I 

can do, no guarantees, but 

we’ll give it a crack. 

Have a great month. 

Love & be loved 

deb  



President: Graeme Williams Mobile:  
0417 556 687  

Vice President: Dieter Jankovic 
Mobile:  0408 343 051    

Vice President: Peter Bennett 
Mobile:  0438 020 348    

Treasurer:   Jacki Brailsford 
Mobile:  0421612068      

Secretary: Harry Beckwith 
Mobile: 0419 003 649    
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R.S.L Sunbury Sub Branch 

Membership/Secretary:  Phil Morgan 0408994594 

Appeals:   Ken farrow 0417630802 

Pensions & Welfare:        Harry Beckwith    974409736   0419003649 

Historians:  Dieter Jankovic 97409736 0408343051 

Harry Beckwith   97444886  0419003649 

Editor: Deb Williams 0404020525 

Bob Bond 97442237 0448807155 

Ethen Brailsford 0431103118 

Ken Farrow  0417630802 

Peter McLellan 

Nola Williams 97443008  0417296411 

Paul Levey 97443814 0427092614    

mailto:jackyfb@icloud.com
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 General Meeting    7:30pm 

 Committee of Management    2pm 

 Dinner at the Footy Club 6:30pm 

 Nibbles at the RSL   7:30   bring a share plate 

 Chat, drinks & free sausage from 1pm 

 Coach Tour Leaving from RSL 9:30am sharp   

 Region 7  

 

 

March 2018 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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APRIL 2 Easter Monday 

  9 general Meeting   7:30pm 

  11 C.O.M.      2pm 

  Badge Sales commence 

  17 Dinner @ Footy Club  6:30pm 

  20 Nibble Night    7:30pm 

  24 Prep venue 

  25  ANZAC Service     
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JAN  The Beef Riot takes place in Adelaide. Seventeen people are injured when  

  unemployed men clash with police while protesting the decision to  

  remove beef from the dole ration.  

 

FEB  Cyclones cause flooding from Innisfail to Brisbane, where more than 1,00 houses 

  inundated & 2 men drowned 

  Royal Military College moved from Duntroon to Victoria barracks in Sydney as an 

  economic measure returned  to Duntroon 1937 

 

MAR Holden’s Motor Body Builders merges with the US firm General Motors to   

  form General Motors Holden Ltd 

  The first Apex Club is formed in Geelong, Victoria.  

 

APR  First experimental Aust-England airmail leaves Melbourne 

  Coinage of sovereigns ceases 

 

  National War Memorial Adelaide unveiled 25 April 

 

 

 

 

 

  F.W. Thring’s (senior) Diggers (Australia’s first commercially successful talking film) 

 

White Nose  wins the Melbourne Cup 
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DINNER @ The Footy Club ** 

16 Jan 

20 Feb 

20 March   (please note  change) 

17 April 

15 May 

19 June 

17 July 

21 August 

18 Sept 

16 Oct 

20 November 

 

 

6:30  for 7pm 

**Senior meals are available  

 

Much fun and laughter usually 

 

9th December 2018 

Christmas Lunch 

Bring a share plate & enjoy 

 

Nibble Nights for 2018 

26  Jan 

23 Feb 

30 March 

20 April 

25 May note change 

29 June 

27 July 

31 August 

28 Sept 

19 Oct 

30 November 



 
R.S.L Sunbury Sub Branch 
Stawell Street, Sunbury 
www..sunburyrsl.com.au 

 

8 

Wednesday Afternoons @ the RSL 

 

FREE sausages 

FREE drinks for the over 80’s 

All this and great company 

Some laughs 

And so much more….. 

Come  

Give it a look 

Every Wednesday from 1pm 
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Donated by  

Jim Welsh 

The appeal is closer than you might think  

Ken Farrow is the Appeals Co-ordinator, and I’m sure 

Ken will appreciate any assistance  you can offer. 

 

The badges are sold for two weeks prior to Anzac Day 

from 9:30 am—-2:30pm  any time in there would be 

great. 

Thank you  
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On 19 February 1942 mainland Australia came under attack for the first time when Japanese forces 

mounted two air raids on Darwin. The two attacks, which were planned and led by the commander re-

sponsible for the attack on Pearl Harbor ten weeks earlier, involved 188 attack aircraft which were 

launched from four Japanese aircraft-carriers in the Timor Sea, and a second raid of 54 land-based bomb-

ers. The carrier battle group consisted additionally of two heavy cruisers, one light cruiser, seven destroy-

ers, three submarines, and two other heavy cruisers on distant cover.  

The air attacks across northern Australia, centring on the Territory, continued until November 1943, by 

which time the Japanese had raided the Top End over 200 times. The last enemy aircraft was shot down 

over the Territory in June 1944. During the war other towns in northern Australia were also the target of 

Japanese air attack, with bombs dropped on Townsville, Katherine, Wyndham, Derby, Broome and Port 

Hedland.  

In the hours following the air raids of 19 February, believing that an invasion was imminent, some of Dar-

win’s civilian population began to stream southwards. Approximately half of Darwin’s civilian population 

ultimately fled. The panic in the town was paralleled by confusion at 

the RAAF base, where personnel were directed in difficult circum-

stances to other areas in great numbers. Looting and disorder, and 

impact of the first raids, subsequently led the government to hur-

riedly appoint a Commission of Inquiry led by Mr Justice Lowe, 

which issued two reports, one on 27 March and the other on 9 April 

1942. 

However, within a few months, Darwin was mounting an even more 

credible defence, which grew to a coordinated response involving fighters, radar, and searchlights. The 

response grew steadily to involve counterstrike from bombers, largely manned by US forces. Other 

squadrons involved Dutch and British aircraft joining the Australian effort, and naval units continued to 

operate against the enemy. By the end of 1942 the tide was beginning to turn and the Japanese started 

to be pushed back from the lands they had taken in what is now Indonesia and Timor. 
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I once loved my country  (before  television and mobile phones...PRIVATISATION  

COUPLED WITH COEPORATE GREED 

Gary. J. Matthews 

I remember back in 1968 living in Adelaide that the 3 major cities then were Sydney, Melbourne & Ade-

laide. 

South Australia was the Industrial State. It was where you went to work in the Iron Ore Industry, or where 

you could get a job making railway tracks for B.H.P. 

You could get a job building ships, cars - particularly Holden cars, washing machines, fridges; TV’s, Hills 

hoists, Victa Lawn Mowers, or make tyres at Bridgestone Tyres. 

The Lightburn Washing Machine Company even made a small car called a Zeta. It was not much of a car, 

but at least it was South Australian and WE built it. 

I worked at Port Stanvac where we made our own Petrol, Diesel, Kerosene and Oil. 

We had Oil Rigs in Bass Straight, North West Shelf and the Timor Sea. 

We even had Australian owned Service Stations like (H.C. Sleigh) Golden Fleece and many of us young wan-

nabe mechanics back then worked as a driveway attendant. 

I remember catching a train from the city to Gawler and then on to Freeling, Hamley Bridge, Stockport, Ri-

verton, up to Clare, Gladstone, Laura etc. 

And all these towns were bustling with activity and on the weekends they were all open for business. Our 

shops were filled on every shelf with food and products, all proudly made or grown in Australia. 

Our fridge was full of Lamb Chops and Steaks.  Meat was cheap as we were a huge Lamb and Beef growing 

nation. 

And once a month, Mum would make us all a delicacy. It was Sunday Roast Chicken. 

I remember when we had trade skills and high quality tools that would last and last. (Sidchrome) 

But most of all, we had Mates. We as Australians watched each other’s backs even if we had not met yet 

and we all said G’Day to everyone, with a smile. 

Our kids could go anywhere they liked on their bikes, just as long as they were home before dark. 

Australia was pretty safe back then. 

Yes Australia was once a self-supporting nation that had it ALL. 

It had Farms that produced our dairy, fruit & vegies and meats etc.  It also had Factories that produced 

clothing, shoes, cars and white-goods. 

And Politicians back then were known as statesmen and they were voted by the people, for the people, on 

behalf of the people, they did what the people wanted. 
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We had public utilities owned by us, the people, which guaranteed our Electricity, Water and Sewage. 

No one knew how much the Snowy Mountain Scheme cost, we just built it. 

No one knew how much the Sydney Harbour Bridge or the Indian-Pacific railway cost, we just built it! 

Then came PRIVATISATION, coupled with CORPORATE GREED 

Now, just about everything above has GONE!Now we don’t watch each other’s backs anymore, but 

watch each other through security bars, burglar alarms, and security screensNow we import poor quali-

ty processed foodNow we import cheap tools that break just taking them out of their packet.Now we 

rely on ships to bring in our fuels.Now we can’t afford our own Lamb or Beef anymoreNow we eat ster-

oid pumped chicken just about every day.Now we import trade skill workers on 457 Visa’sNow we have 

high unemployment as nearly all of our Industry and Manufacturing has gone offshore.Now we have 

that many Laws that we have just about outlawed ourselves. I guess we will have Sharia Law as 

well.We now pay for water that falls out of the sky at $3.80 a litre.Now we have taxes for everything. 

Taxes upon taxes. They often call them Levy’s. (There will be no Carbon Tax under a Government I lead. 

~ JG)And don’t forget the newest tax is the ISLAMIC TAX, via Halal Certification.  Despite our high taxes, 

our national debt has sky rocketed and we pay $ billions every year in interest payments to foreign 

lenders.Here in South Australia, in our towns we have Railway Stations and railway tracks, but no 

trains.We have Public Bus Stops in our Towns, but few buses.We have Hospitals and Clinics, but few 

Doctors or Nurses.We all have Mobile Phones but we have poor reception.We have Digital TV’s with 

stuff all Signal. And the worst of all, our once great nation is being sold off piece by piece to every other 

country on earth.  

Yes, I once loved my country ! 
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 My friend, and  now sub-editor  has added some of his memories  and feelings about the changes we 
have lived through.  Thank you Malcolm 

 

 

How true Gary in 1954 on the corner of High Street and Wilcox Street Preston there was a 

Golden Fleece service station owned by Mr. King who was a motor mechanic and he had three people work-
ing for 

him.   He advertised for a person to work on Saturday morning selling petrol from 7.30am to 
1.00pm,  the wage 

was a tank full of petrol and 10 shillings ($1.00).  My car was an Austin A40 1952 model Devon. this was my 
2nd car.  Before starting the job 

 I went to school over 4 weeks, one night a week for 2 hours, to Golden Fleece Head Office, Cnr. of 

Bourke Street & Queen Street to learn about motor cars and how to approach the public.   I was successful 
and I 

worked there for a long time on a Saturday morning. 

 

Electric Pump Bowsers were just coming in to service, before that it was hand-operated pump which was 
still working 

on kerosene as people had kerosene heaters in their homes and it was sold in 4 gallon drums which the cus-
tomer 

brought with them and had it filled. 

 

While filling the tank with petrol which came out of the pump very slowly we checked the water in the radi-
ator, checked he oil, 

we washed the front and back windows finished filling up the tank with petrol then checked the battery 
which 

was sulphuric acid, poured boiling water over the terminals if sulphuric acid had built up on the terminals 
and checked 

the hose on the vacuum tank for the windscreen wipers and the petrol pump,washed our hands before we 
served the next customer. 

 

At this time electric motors for cars was just coming in.   In 1961 I bought a Holden EK and that was the first 
Holden that 

had an electric windscreen wiper.  
 
  Golden Fleece was the petrol to use and you could depend on the service on the drive-way 

and in the garage..   Apprentices and training was what it was all about.   Good Memories Gary. 
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As you can see, Harry loves a 

good bitch….. 
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9 

Our Australian Flag   14 

Who took that photo?  19 

28 RSL members,  spouses and Legacy Ladies had 

a terrific day in Daylesford.  What a very inter-

esting place.   Harry and I had a very much ap-

preciated Beveridge at the Royal Hotel, had a 

chat with a  

local, who, 40 years ago moved to Daylesford 

from Sunbury.  He had some fun stories about 

todays Daylesford. 

Graeme needed some “feet up time” 

And how is the Morrie? 

 

From Malcolm:     I don't know what Harry's 

looking at but I have a few shops that I go into 

at Daylesford.    

I go into Harry & Me every time we are 

in Daylesford because of my interest of 

what they stock.   I have been trying to 

work out for many years if Harry & Me is 

the same person?    I think I know? 
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Went to the Lancefield 

Truck show  FANTASTIC 



 

RSL Sunbury 

The RSL needs to keep the details of members up to date (securely retained). 

There have been instances in the past when members are recouping from matters but not 

knowing their whereabouts, we the RSL are unable to contact them. 

Please complete the following details and return to the Secretary 

Thank you. 

MEMBER  

Name ________________    Spouse __________________ 

Address ________________    Suburb __________________ 

Postcode ________________    Phome __________________ 

Mobile ________________    Email  __________________ 

 

Type of membership (circle one)  Service Affiliate Associate Social 

Armed Forces (circle)   Army  Navy  Airforce 

Theatre     ________________________________________ 

Time Frame    ________________________________________ 

Date Joined R.S.L.   __/__/____ 

 

NEXT OF KIN 

Name __________________   Spouse ______________________ 

Address __________________   Suburb ______________________ 

Postcode __________________   Phone ______________________ 

Mobile __________________   Email  ______________________ 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Office Use Only 

Received: __/__/____ Updated On:  __/__/____ By:  _________________________________ 
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Hours: 

Mon-Fri 

7-4 

Sat 8-3 

1st &3rd Sun 

                                                                       

 

  

EMMA STERLING 

Branch Manager  

Telephone: 97409500 

Mobile: 0413208028 

All Australian  

Owned 

  


